
FOLLOW FLEX!

STUDENT TESTIMONIAL
“FLEX has undoubtedly been the best experience I
could have had. I’ve spent months being pushed
to think creatively and network with others to
grow this business, but the best part is that this
is just the beginning. $5,000 to help this vision of
mine come to life, and I. Can’t. Wait. THANK YOU,
FLEX!”

CHLOE PAULK
Owner of Cake it with Chloe and 2022 FLEX Champion

Student entrepreneurs form teams,
referred to as companies, and submit a
business plan application to be judged
by a panel of local business leaders. 

ROUND 1

CREATE A REAL BUSINESS

MAKE REAL MONEY

BUILD YOUR RESUME

DEVELOP SKILLS FOR THE WORKFORCE

NETWORK WITH BUSINESS LEADERS

Students start REAL business
that sell REAL products &
services for REAL money. 

STATE COMPETITION

@georgiaflexcompetition
info@georgiaflex.org

"Just do it!"
MYKAYLA WHITEHEAD

OWNER OF BRITTINIQUE BE UNIQUE
& 2023 STATE RUNNER UP

BECOME A STUDENT ENTREPRENEUR
Calling all High School students!

TURN YOUR passionbusiness!INTO A

The selected 10 companies will receive a
small loan for seed money to get their
business off the ground. They will then
operate for 8 to 12 weeks, while
participating in workshops and
completing assignments that will provide
tools to increase the success of their
venture. At the end of this round,
companies give a Shark Tank-style
business pitch to a panel of judges. 

ROUND 2
The top 3 companies continue operating
their businesses and implementing
feedback from the Round 2 judges for 5
weeks. They participate in extensive
presentation training and then give their
final pitch to a panel of judges and in
front of friends, family, and peers.

ROUND 3

https://www.facebook.com/brittiniqueUnique?__cft__[0]=AZW-svUorJ5WK0FdP8uIDOI4cvGdAtkj4WB0uRKor1q9PRMNnn2ThLQAlrz_B-f1sAl6uPmFXsN4YklDerOTk8W2_z0Dm6MhSDsmZRE9dfZAdBjZ3gpD9RJzFm2HYUlYSG2zc_onDbNzFaLJyYT6-99AKMVNm3gPUYcN6O7fGSJUx2s3jN-8uwLybjI8FchbCN8&__tn__=-]K-R


COMPETITION RULES

WHO CAN COMPETE AGAIN?
 

Student companies may be run by 1 to 3 person teams.

Each student may be on the management team of only 1 company.

Student participation is at the discretion of the school faculty in which that
student attends.

The competition is open to 9th-12th grade students.

Student companies must have a school mentor as a part of their management
team.

Companies must pay back their seed money loan to be considered for round 3.

Companies are allowed to accept outside investments or use any funding
option available to them as long as the transactions are disclosed and
documented. Round 2 companies will be taught how to log that information. 

Students who have previously competed in FLEX are allowed to participate
again, except local champions. 

Students who have previously competed in FLEX are allowed to participate again, except
local champions. 

We strongly feel that in order to uphold the nature of this program and our core values,
it would be in everyone’s best interest to make local champions ineligible to compete
again. Our goal is to create student entrepreneurs, provide them with opportunities to
learn and grow, and challenge them to improve upon the business they’ve created.

Local champions will graduate to become FLEX alumni, and will be given the opportunity
to become a Georgia Grown Entrepreneur. Georgia Grown is Georgia FLEX’s presenting
sponsor, investing in the program as well as our students. The Georgia Grown FLEX
Entrepreneur Program will provide students with an exclusive and elite opportunity. 

OFFICIAL FLEX COMPETITION RULES



 The 1st place business will receive a check for $5,000. 
Once that money has been spent on business operations and accounted for,
they will submit a request for the next installment of $2,500 by providing an
update on their business operations and current budget. To access the final
installment of $2,500, the same procedure must be followed. 

The 2nd place business will receive a check for $2,500. 
Once that money has been spent on business operations and accounted
for, they will submit a request to access the final installment of $2,500 by
providing an update on their business operations and current budget. 

The 3rd place business will receive a check for $2,500. 

Through the Georgia Grown Innovation Center, students will be given access to business
consulting, business planning, licensing and regulatory assistance, retail and product
placement, business connections, networking opportunities, access to capital and more.
This program will enable us to continue to support FLEX student owned businesses at a
more advanced level after the competition is over in hopes of creating a lasting impact
on this generation as well as our local economies.

Local communities have autonomy to choose their competition prize range, with first
place being between $2,500 and $5,000. It is suggested that second place receives 50%
of first place, and third place receives 50% of second place. 

State prize money will be distributed in a different manner beginning April 12th, 2024.

Because of the substantial amount of capital being distributed to our student
entrepreneurs, we feel that we must put policies in place to not only protect our
students, but also be good stewards of FLEX investments. Once again, our goal is to
create student entrepreneurs, provide them with opportunities to learn and grow, and
challenge them to improve upon the businesses they’ve created. In order to do that well,
we must ensure that students are being guided in the right direction and held
accountable for FLEX cash investments in their businesses.

Prior to the state competition, students must submit an operating budget detailing how
the local and state prize money will be used. Students are allowed to use the money for
their business or for educational opportunities. This operating budget will be a part of a
new requirement for finals. We will ask students to provide a packet of information
about their business for judges to review prior to the state competition. This will allow
judges to more fully understand the students’ businesses.

PRIZE MONEY

3RD PLACE: $2,500.

2ND PLACE: $5,000.

1ST PLACE: $10,000.



COMPANY

MANAGEMENT TEAM

Other:

Grade:

Signature:

Instagram:

PARTNER 1

Name:

Email Address: 

Phone Number:

COMPANY NAME:

Advisement Instructor:

Parent/Guardian Signature:

SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNT HANDLES:

Facebook:

Pathway:

Date:

Date:

By signing below, I certify that I am willing to join this team and participate in FLEX.
I also give FLEX permission to use my photograph and business social media content.

(Please check email regularly for updates on FLEX.)

Company
APPLICATION

Team Partner



Grade:

Signature:

Email Address: 

Phone Number:

PARTNER 2 Optional

Name:

Advisement Instructor:

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Pathway:

Date:

Date:

By signing below, I certify that I am willing to join this team and participate in FLEX.
I also give FLEX permission to use my photograph and business social media content.

(Please check email regularly for updates on FLEX.)

Team Partner



Grade:

Signature:

Email Address: 

Phone number:

PARTNER 3 Optional

Name:

Advisement Instructor:

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Pathway:

Date:

Date:

By signing below, I certify that I am willing to join this team and participate in FLEX.
I also give FLEX permission to use my photograph and business social media content.

(Please check email regularly for updates on FLEX.)

Team Partner



ADVISOR

Signature:

Email Address: 

Phone number:

Date
:

Companies must have an advisor from within the School System. Please have your
chosen advisor sign to certify that they commit to participate with your company.

ADVISOR

Company Advisor Name: 

By signing below, I certify that I am willing to join this team and participate in
FLEX. I also give FLEX permission to use my photograph.

Check this box if you do not have an advisor in mind and would like to be
matched with the help of your local FLEX Team. 

(Please check email regularly for updates on FLEX.)

Advisor

DEADLINE TO APPLY: Sunday, October 26 by 11:59 PM

By checking this box, I understand that I am required to submit the fully
completed application in person at the Henry County Chamber of Commerce
OR will scan and email it to tarcher@henrycounty.com no later than the
application deadline.


